ASSURANCE STATEMENT

SGS Japan’s Report on Sustainability Activities in the NH Foods Group website.

NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE ASSURANCE

SGS Japan Inc. was commissioned by the NH Foods Group (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization") to
conduct an independent assurance of its Sustainability Activities in the website (hereinafter referred to as "the
Report"). The scope of the assurance, based on the SGS Sustainability Report Assurance methodology, included
the stakeholder management process, data on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (Scope 1, 2, and 3), energy
consumption, water consumption, and the management systems supporting the reporting process. Refer to the
attached sheet for the detailed scope of assurance.

The information contained in the Report is the responsibility of the directors or governing body and the
management of the Organization. SGS Japan Inc. has not been involved in the preparation of any of the material
included in the Report.

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the text, data, graphs and statements within the scope of assurance
with the intention to inform all the Organization‘s stakeholders. The organization is responsible for the preparation
and fair presentation of the scope of the assurance.

The SGS protocols are based upon internationally recognized guidance, including the Principles contained within
the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Sustainability Reporting Guidelines for accuracy and reliability and the
guidance on levels of assurance contained within the AA1000 series of standards and guidance for Assurance
Providers.

This report has been assured at a moderate level of scrutiny using our protocols for:
e Evaluation of content veracity;
e AA1000 Assurance Standard (V3) Type 2 evaluation of the report content and supporting management
systems against the AA1000 Accountability Principles (2018);
e Evaluation against the 1ISO14064-3(2019);
The assurance comprised a combination of pre-assurance research, interviews with the management and the
person in charge of producing the Report, onsite visits (Nippon Pure food, Inc. Isesaki Plant and Nippon Logistics

Center, Inc. Osaka Nanko office), verification and confirmation of vouchers, review of related materials and records,
and analytical procedures.

Financial data drawn directly from independently audited financial accounts has not been checked back to source
as part of this assurance process.

STATEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE AND COMPETENCE

The SGS Group of companies is the world leader in inspection, testing and verification, operating in more than 140
countries and providing services including management systems and service certification; quality, environmental,
social and ethical auditing and training; and environmental, social and sustainability report assurance. SGS Japan
Inc. affirms our independence from the Organization, being free from bias and conflicts of interest with the
Organization, its subsidiaries and stakeholders.

The assurance team was assembled based on the knowledge, experience and qualifications of the each of the
team members for this assignment, and comprised auditors registered with lead auditors of ISO9001, ISO14001,
1ISO45001 and lead verifiers of greenhouse gas emissions.
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ASSURANCE OPINION

Within the scope of the assurance activities employing the methodologies described above, nothing has come to
our attention that caused us to believe that the information and data contained within the Report does not provide a
fair and balanced description of the Organization’s sustainability activities from 1 April, 2022 to 31 March, 2023.

The assurance team is of the opinion that the Report can be used by the Reporting Organization’s Stakeholders.
We believe that the Organization has chosen an appropriate level of assurance for this stage in their reporting.

AA1000 ACCOUNTABILITY PRINCIPLES (2018) CONCLUSIONS, FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Inclusivity

The organization identifies its stakeholders as consumers, business partners, shareholders, investors, employees,
government, international community, local community, and local environment, and establishes communication
opportunities for each of them. The needs and expectations of the stakeholders are input to the organization
through these activities, and their responses are considered. This process is continuous and effective because it is
integrated into the business. Consequently, SGS Japan Inc. confirmed through the verification that the Organization
supports the principle of Inclusivity.

Materiality

As a milestone in pursuing the realization of our corporate philosophy, the organization have formulated "Vision
2030" and identified as " Five Materialities (key issues)" that should be prioritized to be solved the social issues
toward its realization.

These "Five Materialities (key issues)" have refered to the initiatives of SDGs, SASB, ISO 26000, GRI, and various
social issue, and extract initial evaluation items. In addition, taken the opinions of various positions stakeholders
and extracted and identified important issues.

The identified issues are evaluated and finalized by specialized stakeholders and management.

These " Five Materialities (key issues)" are reflected in the medium-term management plan, ensuring that they are
addressed as business activities. These processes are published in the Report. As described above, it was
confirmed in this verification that important issues have been identified.

Responsiveness

The organization is engaged in various activities, taking into account the allocation of resources to the Five
Materialities identified. Their activities have been reported to stakeholders by disclosing them in the Report.
The organization implements initiatives to raise awareness among employees and communicates with external
stakeholders through various means, including dialogue. Consequently, SGS Japan Inc. confirmed through the

verification that the Organization addresses these issues.
Impact

The results of activities for the identified issues are reported in the Report, including detailed case examples. This
report also includes reports on the impacts on the ecosystem.

Consequently, SGS Japan Inc. confirmed through the verification that the Organization supports the principle of
impact.

For and on behalf of SGS Japan Inc.
Knowledge

Management Committee Member

Head of Certification/Accreditation L | Ce n Sed Re pO rt
000-8/V3-AY8H7

7 July, 2023
Signed: Yuji Takeuchi
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The details of the scope of verification

The scope The boundary | The assertion

1 | Scope 1 and 2 NH Foods Group | Scope1: 265,351,716 kg-CO2
* energy-related CO2 emissions, energy consumption (484 sites in Scope2(Location-based)
Japan and : 332,901,719 kg-CO2
overseas) Scope2(Market-based)

: 322,870,129 kg-CO2

Scope 1 Nipponham Scope1 : 2,039,490 kg-CO2
* COz2 from incineration of wastes Processed Foods
Ltd. Kanto Plant
Scope 1 Interfarm Co., Ltd| Scope1 : 233,443,135 kg-CO2e
* CH4 and N20 derived from livestock: fermentation in the | / Nippon White
digestive tract and excreta disposal Farm co.,Ltd. /
Nippon White
Farm Niigata
co.,Ltd., / Whyalla
Beef Pty. Ltd.
Scope 3: (category 1-8, 10-12) Domestic Group | Category1: 8,598,642 t-CO2
*Category1: Purchased raw materials Category2: 158,953 t-COz2
*Category8: Use of Sapporo Dome Category3: 79,324 t-CO2
*Category10: Cooking with heat of professional products Category4: 809,236 t-CO2
*Category11: Cooking with heat of consumer products Category5: 43,809 t-CO2
*Category12: Leftover food and disposal of wrapping film Category6: 6,881 t-CO2
Category7: 54,260 t-CO2
Category8: 4,825 t-CO2
Category10: 242,141 t-CO2
Category11: 144,797 t-CO2
Category12: 114,877 t-CO2
Energy consumption 24 sites in Japan | 3,688,309 kWh

* Solar power system (including PPA)
Energy consumption 6 sites in Japan 1,740,774 ¢
* Animal and vegetable oil
Energy consumption 3 overseas sites | 18,490,154 kg
* Wood
Water intake NH Foods Group | 18,360,407 m®
(463 sites in
Japan and
overseas)
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